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warnings which arrived concerning the enemy's approach; nor was
he consulted concerning advisable measures for defence. Neverthe-
less, observing the emergency, he and the dignitaries of the church,
priests and friars from the monasteries, went down to the beach and
confessed and absolved the soldiers; and the bishop encouraged
them, reminding them of their obligation to resist the enemy because
these were infidels, schismatics, and had come to (rob) them (of)
their country, their homes and properties.
When night fell the chain was hung across the channel from the
fort to the swamp. It was fastened with a lock and the key was de-
livered to the flag-galley. The galleys remained inside the chain,
toward the city, on board them a good force of men, for in addition
to their usual complement the governor had sent them more, and
still other persons went voluntarily. In the fort Pedro Mexia
Mirabal was in command of 24 soldiers, whom the governor sent
him, and still more whom he got together by his own industry. Don
Pedro Vique remained ashore at the request of the governor and of
the city's inhabitants in order that, being a man experienced in war,
he might assist them.
Consequently, at this time there were not 200 men on the beach;
and from them the governor sent a party to Hicacos Point, and
some Indians, to see whether the enemy was landing men. If he was,
they were to do him what damage they could. They came back
without going so far or accomplishing anything. Under cover of the
darkness of the night many soldiers fled although the governor
remained there . . . dawn . . . the governor ordered to the Caleta
what men had remained to Captain Alonso Bravo together with
some additional soldiers, posting them where the work was open,
without breastwork, moat or other protection whatsoever. The rest of
the troops were in the trenches nearby. The galleys drew up to the
Caleta, bows almost against shore, in order from that position to
enfilade the enemy if he should attempt to enter there.
A little before day, the night being very dark, an enemy force
consisting of 600 English was discovered advancing to enter by the
Caleta. When they thought that they were passing, the galleys fired
their artillery, muskets and harquebuses. Although they did some
damage to the enemy, it was slight. It is supposed that tie artillery
was aimed too high and so missed them. In the light of the artillery
fire the captains and men who were at the Caleta saw the enemy,
and the work (p. 5) at the Caleta fired its artillery and the soldiers
on duty there fired two or three rounds from their muskets and
harquebuses. Although the enemy hesitated a little, they charged